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Minutes of the September 1, 2020 meeting of the Conservation Board of the TOWN OF ORCHARD PARK, Community Activity Center, 4520 California Road, Orchard Park, New York at 7:00 P.M.  Present were the following:

MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Richard Schechter, Chairman

       



   



Thomas Jaeger



Alex Long



George Schichtel


 



Michael Bryniarski, Alternate
EXCUSED:                          Nan Ackerman, 



David Ward 



Timothy Gallagher, Deputy Town Attorney
       OTHERS PRESENT:
 
 
Councilman Conor Flynn






Remy C. Orffeo, Acting Planning Coordinator
                                                     
Rose Messina, Secretary
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. by stating that in accordance with the provisions of the Ethics Law of the Town of Orchard Park it is incumbent upon any Conservation Board member with a financial or business relationship with any petitioner coming before this Board to disclose this relationship and, if warranted, to recuse him or herself from any matter involving the petitioner. Any petitioner coming before this Board who is a relative of, or has a financial or business relationship with, any officer or employee of the Town of Orchard Park, must disclose the nature and extent of such relationship in accordance with the provisions of the ethics law of the Town of Orchard Park.
The Chair stated that Mr. Bryniarski, the Alternate member, will be voting in the absence of the excused members.

APPROVAL OF JULY 2020 MINUTES:
Mr. Long made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Schichtel, to APPROVE the July 7, 2020 meeting minutes.
THE VOTE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES IS UNANIMOUSLY PASSED.
Chairman Schechter stated that there is a quorum. However, just for a point of information, Acting Planning Coordinator Remy Orffeo reached out to the excused members and they gave their approval for both items this evening.

1.  
V/L Southwestern Boulevard and Angle Road, (adjacent to the Dollar General Store), located on the south west corner, Zoned B-2.  “Speedway” is requesting to develop a Convenience Store and Fuel Sales Facility with access driveways. Requesting approval for submitted Landscaping Plan. Town Board referred to Conservation Board on 7/15/2020.   
      APPEARANCE:  Rob Sweet, McBride Dale Clarion





                Michael E. Nieves, Speedway

Mr. Sweet presented and explained the proposed “Speedway” project to the members.  He noted that the rear of the property is higher than the front portion and that a swale will be used to drain water into the detention ponds at the site. Plantings for the site include shade trees, ornamental trees, deciduous shrubs and evergreen tree shrubs.  Mr. Sweet asked for the Boards’ comments and questions regarding the proposed Landscaping Plan.

Chairman Schechter asked if snow storage is indicated on the presented plan, or if they plan to have it removed and stored off-site.  Mr. Sweet stated that the snow will be stored at the site, and that the exact 
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location has not been determined at this time. 

Mr. Schichtel noted two plantings on the plan that do not do well in our climate and would like them changed:  “October Glory”, please change to Red Sunset; “Pinus Nigra”, please change to another Austrian Pine specimen, such as Serbian Spruce or Engelmann Spruce.  Mr. Schichtel established that there are other “Speedway” Stores in the area, that originally were “NOCO” stores. This project is the first new-built “Speedway” store in the area.    

Mr. Jaeger discussed a 7-foot high fence shown on the plan, establishing that its location does not provide screening for the southern neighbor, Angle Park Senior Apartments.  He would like to know what the neighbor feels toward screening the Speedway property from their view.  Mr. Sweet stated that they have not contacted this neighbor.  He explained the buffering measures to be taken to screen the Angle Park Senior Apartments.    


Mr. Jaeger established that the Property Owner signed a “contract to purchase” agreement with the Petitioner if approval is granted for this project.  

The Board also discussed Speedway’s owner “Marathon Petroleum”, and 7-Eleven’s parent company “Seven & i Holdings”, as they are currently involved in sale negotiations with one another. Chairman Schechter noted that any approvals by the Board carry to continue with the Owner of the site.  

Acting Planning Coordinator Orffeo stated that this is a Type 1 SEQR Action. The Planning Board will act on seeking Lead Agency status and declare a Positive, or Negative Declaration.  He discussed tabling this item until the sewer question is resolved. He also noted that all signage should be reviewed by the Building Inspector’s Office.  

Mr. Sweet told the Board that it is not known if the project will have sanitary sewers, or if they will be allowed to connect with the Town of West Seneca across the roadway.  The landscaping may change if this is a septic system.  Therefore, they will resubmit with a comparison shown on the plan.  The Plan will include changes voiced by Mr. Schichtel.  


The Board asked for the Petitioner to submit a larger size plan.  

Mr. Schechter made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Jaeger, to TABLE the review of this case.

Mr. Orffeo stated that the Tree Ordinance, needs to be updated.  Mr. Ward and Mr. Schichtel will work on the Street Tree List, in order to facilitate this. 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:24 P.M.   
DATED:             10/26/2020    






             Respectfully Submitted                                            

REVIEWED:     11/03/2020






      
Rosemary M. Messina                      









       Conservation Board Secretary

                Richard J. Schechter, Conservation Board Chairman
     

              

  
 
